                                            E.G.T.C AMPHICTYONY 

Dear Mr President,

Ladies and gentlemen,


Reform? yes.

 To which direction?   

When E.G.T.Cs were born, in July 2006, Europe was in a turmoil of a multifaceted crisis that we, as E.G.T.C AMPHICTYONY, characterize as deeply cultural and not only economic. It is first and foremost a crisis of principles, values, ideas, lack of visions; everything is sacrificed to the laws of the market and globalization; this crisis, imposed as a dominant political concept, marginalizes all actors making up the cultural diversity of the world and mankind that keeps on resisting and of Europe that must stand on its feet.  

 In this environment, the old continent invites its citizens to exchange experiences and views, to participate in the building of a 'more accessible and democratic Europe, with global orientation', accepting its Peoples’ cultural and linguistic diversity. A way out to the numerous dead-ends? Maybe. One thing is for sure: the above are not satisfactorily fulfilled. Diversity is being sought after, but only for Europe’s peoples. The attempted leveling of peoples and cultures outside the E.U. do not seem to affect Europe. Its citizens seem to be watching the events passively. They are not convinced of the truth of words and intentions. The big abstention, the indifference of citizens in the last European elections, is the answer with no further comments. 

We, as E.G.T.C, underpin our action on two pillars. The first pillar is political, in order to contribute with proposals to the achievement of EU targets, such as the rapprochment of citizens; hence, our participation in the dialogue on multi-level governance and the Covenant of Mayors. The second pillar is development, through the objectives of article 1, para.2 of the regulation.

However, E.G.T.Cs, as a European institution being closer to citizens have tangible advantages to be utilized creatively. It is a challenge to be met.  

Geographically, we are situated in the Mediterranean. From a Network of Twinned Cities and Regions in the Mediterranean, with 93 Municipalities from 9 Mediterranean countries, we were transformed into a E.G.T.C in December 2008. We were legally enshrined and quantitatively weakened. Municipalities from Turkey, Albania, Serbia, Israel and Palestine with a different cultural background were not included because the regulation (preamble, para. 16) did not allow, rightly, their participation as founding members. This is how we weakened qualitatively. The procedures foreseen for the inclusion of Municipalities from third countries present difficulties. Insurmountable obstacles were raised by their National authorities along with many questions. We estimate that these procedures must be simplified in this recasting of the regulation. 

Our action is not extended in the Mediterranean occasionally. It is our steadfast position that the E.U must advance side by side with the Mediterranean because it will become stronger. Historic data record that this sea gave birth to civilizations constituting today the base of the modern world. Why can't we work together towards a common, creative and peaceful future? The opening up of Europe to the Mediterranean attempted in the last years is positive. We can respond to the E.U call to this direction immediately and substantially, utilizing the capabilities of 'City Diplomacy'. We assume the same applies for the E.G.T.Cs overlooking the Mediterranean basin.

 In this context, we believe that the upcoming regulation recasting must seriously take into consideration: 

1. The new social, political and economic situation, 

2. the opening of the E.U to the Mediterranean.  And primarily

3. European citizens' messages. 

If we all agree, it is necessary to make one more clarification of para. 2. article 1.'Strengthening of economic and social cohesion', in order to include sectors, such as cultural politics, youth, cross-cultural dialogue etc. Therefore, the E.G.T.Cs, transcending the strict confinements of development, will contribute to the forging of a European identity, cultural and linguistic diversity and cross-cultural dialogue because all the above constitute development; because convergence is required with respect to the objectives of the actions. There is of course one issue remaining open as regards our participation in the consultation on the new generation of European programs, so that the E.G.T.Cs shall not be excluded from eligibility criteria.  In addition, the regulation recasting must make provision for the following:        

a. the consultation. Because citizens will be convinced that indeed Europe advances with more democracy.   

b. the disclosure. Because citizens ask for transparency and broader knowledge on Europe.                

c. publicity. Because citizens want to feel that Europe take them seriously, hence Europe is theirs. 

  In our letter, we concluded to the proposal for the creation of a European Agency for E.G.T.Cs. If it is assigned to us, we intend to present in an upcoming meeting a feasibility and implementation study, in cooperation with the Hellenic Society for Local Development and Local Government, a subsidiary of KEDKE, supporting the EGTC technically and scientifically, based on a diachronic memorandum of cooperation.  If the Committee of the Regions supports the effort morally and economically, the results could be presented at a EGTC work meeting on May 9th 2011 (Europe Day) in Athens. 

Thank you     

On behalf of E.G.T.C AMPHICTYONY
The Director

Vassilis Xenos-Gavrielis

